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Leading progress, innovation, and a long-term solution for water and 
wastewater management for Atlantic First Nations communities.

The Atlantic First Nations Water Authority (AFNWA) 
is a not-for-profit, Wabanaki Nations water utility 
that is owned and operated by First Nations, for First 
Nations. Our goal is to provide clean drinking water 
and safe wastewater services to participating First 
Nations communities.

AFNWA will be responsible for the operation, 
maintenance, and capital upgrades of all water 
and wastewater assets in each participating First 
Nations community. We are committed to helping 
build stronger First Nations communities in Atlantic 
Canada, and supporting long-term planning initiatives.
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2022 PROGRESS UPDATE

Joanna Bernard, AFN Regional 
Chief for New Brunswick

Dr. Shelley Denny, Director of 
Aquatic Research and Stewardship

Corbin Stevens received the 
Silent Hero Award & Tiannie Paul, 
Operations Engineer, received the 

2022 Emerging Leader Award 

AFNWA shared Project of  
the Year for Medium Utility  

with Dillon Consulting

»  On November 7, AFNWA made history with the signing of the 
Service Delivery Transfer Agreement with The Honourable Patty 
Hajdu, Minister of Indigenous Services Canada (ISC). Joined by 
her team, Minister Hajdu joined Board Chair, Chief Wilbert Marshall, 
Interim CEO Carl Yates, and Interim COO James MacKinnon to 
affirm the ministerial transfer of responsibilities. Chair of the Elders 
Advisory Lodge, Methilda Knockwood-Snache, provided an opening 
water ceremony and presented the Minister with an eagle feather 
and Chief Marshall with a rattle. 

»  We have completed all hiring leading up to the formal community 
membership phase, welcoming six new team members to our 
growing family: Alex Davis, Planning & Development Engineer; 
Chandler Fraser, Junior IT Coordinator; Margie Hennigar, Controller; 
Dan MacDonald, Safety & Security Coordinator; Wanda Ralph, 
Procurement Officer; Micah Reid, Utility Tech.

»  The AFNWA Board grew by two members in fall. Joining us are 
AFN Regional Chief for New Brunswick, Joanna Bernard, and  
Dr. Shelley Denny, Director of Aquatic Research and Stewardship, 
with the Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources. 

»  In October, AFNWA brought home ACWWA awards from the 
Atlantic Canada Water and Wastewater Association annual 
conference. Tiannie Paul, Operations Engineer, received the 2022 
Emerging Leader Award. The Engineering Department shared 
Project of the Year for Medium Utility with Dillon Consulting, 
for development of 17 asset management plans for water and 
wastewater systems. Corbin Stevens, Operator for Pictou Landing, 
received the Silent Hero Award.

»  Corbin was also profiled in the November-December issue of  
Water Canada Magazine. Saul Chernos wrote the article that can 
be downloaded here. Our own John Lam, Manager of Engineering, 
authored a piece in the fall/winter edition of the Canadian Water 
& Wastewater Association’s (CWWA) WaterSource magazine, 
that focuses on upgrading wastewater treatment facilities in First 
Nations communities. Project Engineer, Mohamed Osman, was also 
featured in the AWWA Member Spotlight for September.  

»  Also, in September, we signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the First Nations Financial Management Board (FNFMB) 
to explore a framework for the FNFMB to serve as the economic 
oversight agency for AFNWA. 

https://www.watercanada.net/
https://www.watercanada.net/issues/
https://www.naylornetwork.com/cww-nxt/
https://www.awwa.org/AWWA-Articles/awwa-member-spotlight-mohamed-osman-atlantic-first-nations-water-authority-nova-scotia


»  During Truth & Reconciliation Week in late September, our team 
was privileged to host Elder and residential school survivor, Mary 
Hatfield, for a deep afternoon of learning.  

»  AFNWA is now on YouTube! We have two feature videos on the  
site that were completed in collaboration with Northern Creative 
Inc., that were shared with communities and band councils. You 
can access them by clicking on the blue text above, or by searching 
‘afnwa_inc’ in the app. 

»  The 2021-22 Annual Report is now published and available in PDF 
on our website on the Documents page. Our second publication was 
done in collaboration with NATIONAL Public Relations, and hard 
copies are available by request! 

»  Communications and Outreach staff met with students at an 
Indigenous Career Fair hosted by Unama’ki College and 
Cape Breton University. The October event brought Indigenous 
organizations from across the province together for an informative 
day of networking.

»  AFNWA thanks the team from North American Indigenous Games 
2023 for inviting us to partner up for a float in the 27th annual 
SaltWire Parade of Lights on November 19. We are excited to be 
a part of the festivities coming next July and look forward to more 
sponsorship and support opportunities. 

Alex joined the Engineering Department at the end of August 
2022, having previously worked in the Halifax office of L3Harris 
Technologies, an aerospace and defence company. 

A Mi’kmaw from the Miawpukek First Nation in Newfoundland, 
Alex was raised by his grandparents in a small community on 
the south coast. Ever since he was a young child, Alex has loved 
building things out of whatever materials were on hand, such as 
the cardboard boxes that Christmas presents came in. Helping his 
grandfather fix and build things around the house also sparked his 
interest in engineering. With support from both grandparents, Alex 
pursued engineering immediately after high school, graduating 
from Dalhousie University in 2015 with a Bachelor of Engineering, 
specializing in Industrial Engineering. 

As AFNWA’s Planning and Development Engineer, Alex works 
with member communities to support their planning for current and 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT  
Meet Alex Davis, Planning  
and Development Engineer! 

future residential and commercial needs. This includes helping 
Identify areas where present water and wastewater networks can be 
expanded and ensuring adequate capacities in the water supply and 
wastewater systems. His primary goals are to learn more about his 
Mi’kmaw culture and to ensure the communities we serve have the 
resources they need for their development. 

Alex resides in Enfield, NS, with his partner and their three 
children. When he’s not at the office, he enjoys a cup of tea while 
tinkering on backyard building projects in the company of his dogs, 
spending time with his family, and, when time permits, exploring the 
backcountry on his bike.

“I recommend taking your time to research and 
figure out what type of job you want to do with 
your engineering degree. Engineers can take on 
various career paths, so learning about the type 
of job you may want to do early on will help with 
course and co-op employer selection.” 

– Alex’s advice to Indigenous youth  
who might be interested in a career  
in engineering

FOLLOW AFNWA ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

/AFNWAinc @afnwa_inc

@afnwa_inc /company/atlantic-first-nations-water-authority

COMMUNICATIONS & OUTREACH

Signing ceremony

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPhAECBsVcBYU13d6tObLYw
https://www.afnwa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/AFNWA_Anual_Report_2021_22.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/AFNWAinc
https://www.instagram.com/afnwa_inc/
https://twitter.com/afnwa_inc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlantic-first-nations-water-authority

